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GOP Lawmakers 
To Scuttle Energy Dept. 

Proposal Targets Three Other Agencies 



By Gary Lee 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

A coalition of Republican law- 
makers, forging ahead with promis- 
es to trim the federal bureaucracy 
of fat, have drafted legislation to 
dismantle the Department of Ener- 
gy and three other government 
agencies. 

A bill crafted by Rep. Sam Brown- 
back (R-Kan.) and designed to abol- 
ish the department by the end of the 
fiscal year in an attempt to help re- 
duce the federal deficit, is circulating 
among Republican lawmakers. Other 
GOP lawmakers have written bills to 
eliminate the Departments of Com- 
• nrierce. Education, and Housing and 
Urban Development. 

The Brownback bill calls for col- 
. lecting DOE’s three weapons labora- 
tories into a new federal entity, the 
National Special Weapons Agency. It 
proposes transferring all 25 of the 
department’s other laboratories to 
f the private sector, 
i If enacted, the plan would likely 
displace thousands of DOE employ- 
ees. The sale of the labs alone would 
cost more than 40,000 jobs, the 
DOE estimates. 

But Energy Secretary Hazel R. 
O’Leary, who is mobilizing opposi- 
tion to the plan, said it would pro- 
duce little or no savings while de- 
stroying or diminishing some 
valuable programs. 

< “I think this plan is an attempt to 
go after a scalp,” O’Leary said in an 
interview. “Very little thought or 
knowledge of what DOE does has 
gone into it." In particular, the En- 
ergy Department’s functions re- 
garding environmental cleanup and 
the maintenance and disposal of nu- 
clear weapons, which Brownback 
proposes transferring to the new 
agency, are much better off re- 
maining under DOE’s aegis. 


sought to abolish it on the grounds 
that it cost taxpayers too much mon- 
ey. After last November’s elections, 
the Clinton administration floated a 
proposal to dismantle the depart- 
ment as a way to scale down the fed- 
eral bureaucracy. 

In a compromise favored by 
0 Leary, the White House decided 
to maintain the department but to 
reduce its functions. The administra- 
tion plan calls for a $14 billion reduc- 
tion in the DOE’s budget over five 
years. 


O’Leary said. 

“We have honed expertise in 
these areas over the years,” she 
said. “Very little if any savings could 
1 be accrued by creating a new bu- 
reaucracy.” 

The fight over the DOE’s future is 
nonetheless likely to intensify over 


“I think this plan is 
, an attempt to go 
after a scalp . Very 
little thought or 
knowledge of what 
DOE does has gone 
into it” 

— Energy Secretary Hazel R. O’Leary 

the next few weeks. The bill to dis- 
mantle the department will be intro- 
duced this spring, according to Jack- 
ie McClaskey, a spokesman for 
Brownback. Earlier this month, Sen- 
ate Majority leader Robert J. Dole 
(R-Kan.) said he, too, plans to push 
to eliminate DOE. The White House 
weighed plans to dismantle the de- 
partment last year but now pledges 
to keep it. 

The House proposals first 
emerged in mid-February at a meet- 
ing of first- , and second-term GOP 
members of Congress, most of 
whom have taken high-profile posi- 
tions against big government. The 
Energy Task Force, a coalition of 
freshmen members, is examining 
the plan. 

Brownback’s draft, made available 
to The Washington Post, calls for ! 
privatizing a wide range of DOE's j 
functions, including the Strategic f 
Petroleum Reserve, the Naval Pe- 
troleum Reserve and all federal oil 
shale reserves. 

It also proposes the sale of four 
power administrations managed by 
the department including the Alaska 
Power Administration, the Bonne- 
ville Power Administration in Ore- 
gon, the Southeastern Power, Ad- 
ministration in Georgia and the 
Western Power Administration in 
Colorado. A fifth administration, 
which supplies power in Brown- 
back’s district, would be salvaged. 

Since; its creation in 1977, the 
DOE has been criticized by GOP pol- 
iticians and lawmakers. In the early 
1980s, President Ronald Reagan 



